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Gentlemen:

A proposal by the Federal Aviation Administration to shield information
collected under the Flight Operations Quality Assurance Program casts a
chill on the public's right to know about airline safety.

While the proposal contemplates "limited disclosure of 'de-identified'
information" -- information stripped of characteristics that could tie it
to
a specific airline or airplane -- it appears to provide for this
disclosure
only under specified circumstances. These include disclosures for purposes
of : developing new policies and regulations; evaluating or correcting a
condition compromising safety or security; conducting criminal
investigations (see description of Section 193.7 (a) and (b) at pp.
40475-40477); and "other circumstances" such as notifying foreign aviation
authorities of problems.

The FAA issued a press release saying it would make "information now
available to the public" under the FOIA. It left open the question on
whether newly gathered information would be subject to disclosure under
FOIA.

NASA and federal and state hospital regulators release safety and
statistical data to the press and the public -- with names of specific
persons redacted. We urge the FAA to do no less.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Dubill
Executive Editor
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